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In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God.
The same was in the beginning 

with God.
All things were made by him; 

and without him was not any 
thing made that was made.

In him was life; and the life was 
the light of men.

And the light shineth in  
darkness; and the darkness 

comprehended it not.
John 1:1-5
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ou might consider it a lit-
tle strange that during the 
Christmas season my mind 
turns to Christ’s death and 

resurrection. It’s not that I don’t enjoy 
the Christmas season; quite to the con-
trary, I love to hear the nativity story and 
sing and hear the familiar, traditional car-
ols. However, I can’t help thinking about 
his death, at this time of year when we 
celebrate his birth. I think that without 
the cross, Bethlehem would have been 
meaningless and conversely the cross 
would not have been possible had Jesus 
not been born in Bethlehem. It all ties 
together. So not only is it appropriate 
to consider the cross at Christmas time, 
but it is absolutely essential to under-
standing the plans and purposes of God 
for the world in general and for us as 
individuals.

With this in mind my text is one of my 
favorite verses for this season. “The 
thief has in mind to kill and destroy, but 
Jesus gives us life to the fullest. It must 
be a reminder to us that God intends for 
us to not merely survive, but to thrive. 
For every child of God defeats this 
evil world, and we achieve this victory 
through our faith” 1 John 5:4 (NLT).

The 2019 AGIF annual conference in 
San Diego is right around the corner, 
January 22-24. You can find the link 
on our website: http://agifellowship.
org/2019SDReg. The conference theme 
will be “Arise, shine, for your light has 
come...” From Isaiah 50:1-2. We look 
forward to seeing you there.

Our featured speaker, David Shibley, is 
the founder and world representative 
of Global Advance and he shares our 
vision of fulfilling the Great Commission. 
Come expecting to be challenged and 
energized. I am expecting this to be our 
best conference ever. You do not want 
to miss it. I would like every AGIF mem-
ber to make their best effort to be with 
us in January.

I want to take this opportunity to wish 
all of you a very Merry Christmas on 
behalf of the AGIF Board of Elders and 
our San Diego office staff: Joy Ekeroth, 
Cara Dawson and Cheryl Mittan. It is 
our sincere joy to serve you for the 
advancement of God’s kingdom. I am 
looking forward to meeting more of 
you in the coming year. Once again, if 
there is any way that I can be of ser-
vice to you, please contact me on my 
direct phone line: 760-546-5030, email: 
Steve@AGIFfellowship.org or by mail.
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n reflecting this Christmas season on all that 
Jesus did for us by His coming, what would be 
three of the most significant benefits? Paul gave 

us a great summary of the benefits of the Incarnation.

2 Timothy 1:9-10
He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not be-
cause of anything we have done but because of his 
own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in 
Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, but it has 
now been revealed through the appearing of our Sav-
ior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has 
brought life and immortality to light through the gos-
pel. 

Through His appearing verse 10 says He:
Destroyed death
Illuminated life
Illustrated immortality

HE DESTROYED DEATH

Death came about through sin - as a result of the Dev-
il’s works. Jesus came to conquer the enemy and bring 
eternal life to all those who believe in Him. 

John summarized the benefit of His appearing in this 
way.

I John 3:7-8
Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The 
one who does what is right is righteous, just as he is 
righteous. The one who does what is sinful is of the 
devil, because the devil has been sinning from the be-
ginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to 
destroy the devil’s work.

The writer to the Hebrews echoed much the same idea.

Hebrews 2:14-15 
Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared 

4

By Steve Fitzpatrick

The Appearing of Our Savior

I



5continued on next page

in their humanity so that by his death he might break 
the power of him who holds the power of death—that 
is, the devil—and free those who all their lives were 
held in slavery by their fear of death.

By His coming Jesus dealt a final blow to the works of 
Satan. Since the creation of man Satan had used death 
to put fear into the hearts of mankind. Jesus came to 
destroy the devil’s work and free all those who believe 
in him from the fear of death. 

HE ILLUMINATED LIFE

2 Timothy 1:10
...And has brought life and immortality to light...

The definition of the word “light” is to shed rays, to 
shine. Literally the word means to turn the light on. 
And this is exactly what Jesus has done for us. He has 
turned the light of the gospel on so that we can see 
and live.

There is a story of a farmer that one year experienced 
a horrible blizzard. Looking out of his window he saw 
a flock of birds on the verge of being frozen to death. 
So, he went out to his barn and opened the doors. But 
the birds would not go in to safety. Then he decided 
to put a trail of grain on the snow in hopes that they 
would follow it indoors, but they wouldn’t. He tried 
many ways to coax the birds to come into his safe and 
warm barn, but they would not. When the farmer had 
exhausted his efforts to save the flock of birds he final-
ly said to himself, “If only I could be one of them for 
just a little while. Then I could lead them to safety!” As 
he said this he suddenly realized the import of all that 
he had ever heard about the coming of Jesus Christ.

The coming of the Christ gave us understanding of 
what life can truly hold for us. We can live life to the 
fullest.  John put it this way.

1 John 4:9 
This is how God showed his love among us: He sent 
his one and only Son into the world that we might live 
through him.

In his own way, Paul summarized the entire concept of 
coming into life in the terms of a Roman General victo-
riously arriving to the parade down the main street of 
Rome. The victorious General would put his prisoners 

on display, chained and forced to march to their death 
after the procession. During the parade incense would 
be burning all along the way. To the victors the smell 
was sweet, to the prisoners it was the smell of death. 

2 Corinthians 2:14-16
But thanks be to God, who always leads us as captives 
in Christ’s triumphal procession and uses us to spread 
the aroma of the knowledge of him everywhere. For 
we are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ among 
those who are being saved and those who are perish-
ing. To the one we are an aroma that brings death; to 
the other, an aroma that brings life. And who is equal 
to such a task? 

HE ILLUSTRATED IMMORTALITY

Before Christ, immortality was an obscure concept. 
There were a few Old Testament promises and types, 
but no substance. Jesus practically exhibited what im-
mortality is through His resurrection.

Job 19:25-27
I know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end he 
will stand on the earth. And after my skin has been 
destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; I myself will 
see him with my own eyes—I, and not another. How 
my heart yearns within me!

Psalm 17:15 
As for me, I will be vindicated and will see your face; 
when I awake, I will be satisfied with seeing your like-
ness.

Daniel 12:2
Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will 
awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and 
everlasting contempt.

Although statements of faith and hope, there still was 
a lack of clarity in the Old Testament. What exactly will 
it be like after we die? Outside of the Jewish faith there 
was even more obscurity. Seneca, Socrates, Pliny, and 
Cicero - all had their doubts.

(From Barnes’ Notes):

The hope of a future state was spoken of by Cicero as, 
“A conjecture or surmise of future ages.” 
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Seneca said it is, “That which our wise men do prom-
ise, but they do not prove.” 

Socrates, even at his death, said, “I hope to go hence 
to good men, but of that I am not very confident; nor 
doth it become any wise man to be positive that so it 
will be. I must now die, and you shall live; but which 
of us is in the better state, the living or the dead, only 
God knows.” 

Pliny said, “Neither soul nor body has any more sense 
after death, than before it was born.” 

Cicero began his discourse on the subject with a pro-
fession that he intended to deliver nothing as fixed 
and certain, but only as probable, and as having some 
likelihood of truth. And, having mentioned the differ-
ent sentiments of philosophers, he concluded, “Which 
of these opinions is true, some God must tell us; (and) 
which is most like to truth, is a great question.”

In contrast to these intellectual scholars Paul comes 
with emphatic statements about immortality. He pro-
claims unequivocally that because of Christ’s incar-
nation, or appearing, and resurrection we now have 
victory over death. Christ led the way and showed us 
exactly what our future, after physical death, would be 
like. After His resurrection He was sufficiently trans-
formed that even Mary did not recognize Him at first. 
Not until He spoke her name,” Mary”, did she see Him 
for who he was – the risen Savior. So too, we have the 
promise that because of His appearing, His death and 
His resurrection, we too will be changed and trans-
formed into His likeness – forever to be with the Lord. 

1 Corinthians 15:3-8, 20-22, 35-44, 51-57
For what I received I passed on to you as of first im-
portance: that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on 
the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he 
appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. After 
that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the 
brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom 
are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then 
he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and 
last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnor-
mally born.

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the 
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since 

death came through a man, the resurrection of the 
dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all 
die, so in Christ all will be made alive.

But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With 
what kind of body will they come?” How foolish! What 
you sow does not come to life unless it dies. When you 
sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but just a 
seed, perhaps of wheat or of something else. But God 
gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind 
of seed he gives its own body. Not all flesh is the same: 
People have one kind of flesh, animals have another, 
birds another and fish another. There are also heavenly 
bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the splendor 
of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor 
of the earthly bodies is another. The sun has one kind 
of splendor, the moon another and the stars another; 
and star differs from star in splendor. So will it be with 
the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is 
perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in dis-
honor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is 
raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a 
spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a 
spiritual body.

Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but 
we will all be changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of 
an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, 
the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be 
changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the 
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. When 
the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, 
and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is 
written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up 
in victory.”  “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, 
O death, is your sting?”  The sting of death is sin, and 
the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He 
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

The appearing of our Savior ushered in more than sim-
ply a good story to celebrate in songs at Christmas. He 
brought the destruction of death, the illumination of 
life and the illustration of immortality.  Let us celebrate 
that this Christmas Season!

0
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Daily Fixing Our Gaze on Jesus

Paul speaks of a certain ministry calling that every 
Christian has. This ministry does not require particular 
gifts or talents; rather, it is to be undertaken by all who 
have been born again. In fact, this ministry is every be-
liever’s first calling. All other endeavors must flow out 
of it because no ministry can be pleasing to God unless 
it is birthed out of this calling.

I am talking about the ministry of beholding the face of 
Christ. Paul says, “We all, with unveiled face, beholding 
as in a mirror the glory of the Lord” (2 Corinthians 3:18). 
What does it mean to behold the Lord’s glory? Paul 
is speaking here of devoted, focused worship — time 
given to God simply to behold him. And the apostle 
quickly adds, “Therefore, since we have this ministry” 
(4:1). Paul makes it very clear that beholding the face 
of Christ is a ministry we all must devote ourselves to.

The Greek word for “beholding” is a very strong ex-
pression; it indicates not just taking a look, but “fixing 
the gaze.” It means, “Before I do anything else or try 
to accomplish a single thing, I must be in God’s pres-
ence.”

Many misinterpret the phrase “beholding as in a mirror” 
(3:18). They think of Jesus’ face being reflected back 
to them. But Paul is speaking of an intensely focused 
gaze, as if peering at something earnestly through a 
glass, trying to see it more clearly. We are to “fix our 
eyes” in this way, determined to see God’s glory in the 
face of Christ. We are to shut ourselves in with him and 
commune with such devotion that we are changed.

Paul continues in 2 Corinthians 3:18: “[We] are being 
transformed into the same image from glory to glory, 
just as by the Spirit of the Lord.” By being in the pres-
ence of Christ, we are being changed by the work of 
the Spirit. How wonderful to know that the Holy Spir-
it will work a progressive increase of the character of 
Christ in us as we focus on him.

Jesus, the Source of All Joy

Isaiah 16:6 vividly describes what happens to a proud 
nation that falls under God’s judgment: “We have 
heard of the pride of Moab … of his haughtiness and 
his pride and his wrath; but his lies shall not be so.” 
Throughout Scripture, the nation of Moab serves as a 
symbol representing all self-reliant people who turn 
their backs on God and fall under his judgment.

In biblical times, harvest was always a time of great cel-
ebration, yet after judgment fell on Moab, there were 
no shouts of “Harvest!” ringing through the streets. 
Any trace of joy in Moab became a thing of the past 
and a cloud of sadness and grief hung over the society.

Let’s consider the landscape in America today. What 
do you see and hear? Our proud, haughty nation has 
fallen under God’s divine wrath and there is a great 
deal of fear. When destruction hit the Twin Towers in 
New York City, the cry was, “This is going to change 
our nation forever,” and that was true. The innocence, 
joy and gladness that many Americans once knew are 
gone forever and will never be recaptured.

What we need to know is that Jesus Christ alone is the 
source of all joy. The Psalmist says of him, “God … has 
anointed You with the oil of gladness more than Your 
companions” (45:7). The oil mentioned in this psalm 
represents the Holy Spirit. The writer is saying, “Only 
those who press in to a closer walk with Jesus will ob-
tain the joy of his Spirit.”

We who know Christ’s righteousness are not to live 
as those who are without hope. We have been bless-
ed with both the love and the fear of God and he is 
saying to us, “The ransomed of the Lord shall return, 
and come to Zion with singing” (Isaiah 51:11). In oth-
er words, “I’m going to have a people who return to 
me with trust, faith and confidence. They’ll take their 
eyes off their conditions and the calamities surrounding 
them and get back their song of joy.” 

Reprinted with permission granted by:

World Challenge, Inc.; Colorado Springs, CO 80920

https://worldchallenge.org/devotions

all about Jesus
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Ministry News & Updates 

ZOE INTERNATIONAL
Nick and Heather Durick

It’s been 9 months since we departed our snow cov-
ered city in northern Illinois and arrived in a very hot, 
humid, sunny and rainy all-in-the-same-day northern 
Thailand.  Arriving on the mission field can be very 
overwhelming; especially in a country like Thailand. 
The language is very difficult to learn, the culture is 
about as opposite as you get from the US, the sights, 
the smells, the food, and the driving are all new learn-
ing experiences. Major life change, like moving on the 
mission field comes at you fast, but life in northern 
Thailand comes at you at a slower pace. One thing you 
need to learn to embrace is patience and grace. 

My wife (Heather) and I joined a non profit NGO that 
not only we were familiar with, but whose mission is 2 
of our biggest passions; REACHING every person, and 
RESCUING every child. ZOE International has been 
working in Thailand since 2003. Throughout the years 

they have done incredible work in reaching people 
with the gospel and combating the human trafficking 
of children.

Thailand is a less than 1% Christian as a nation. Human 
trafficking, especially the trafficking of children, is a 
worldwide problem. In SE Asia, ZOE works alongside 
government agencies and law enforcement, to help 
eliminate child trafficking.

A number of factors make children vulnerable to the 
ploys of traffickers. If a child is an orphan and does not 
have anybody to care for them, a child trafficker may 
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deceive them and promise them education or care, 
only to trick them and force them into slavery.

ZOE’s mission is to see the millions of children who 
are trapped in human trafficking globally rescued and 
restored. ZOE operates in Thailand, Los Angeles, Aus-
tralia, Japan and Mexico.

This is an incredible organization to be a part of and 
we consider ourselves blessed every day.

People often think our lives are like the movie Taken, 
where we are kicking down doors, guns blazing, and 
taking out all the bad guys by ourselves while rescuing 
children. As epic as that would be, God knows us both 
better than that and has landed us in our giftings as He 
always does. In fact, unlike what’s normally portrayed 
in the movies, ZOE is part of a multidisciplinary task 
force with the government, police force and other 
organizations, working together to rescue children and 
put an end to trafficking. 

Heather has been gifted so well with administrative 
logistical skills. At our church back home, she assisted 
up to 3 pastors at one time, while also overseeing the 
church office. It was through those years of working at 
the church that prepared her for one of the biggest 
needs ZOE had. She helps oversee and coordinate 
all short term mission teams, special guests, specialty 
teams, and special events. This involves a lot of differ-
ent moving parts, but one thing she helps coordinate 
is the ZOE outreaches. She works directly with the 
ZOE Child Rescue Team and the ZOE Ministry School 
leaders to find an area that could use Human Traffick-
ing Awareness Education and would be willing to hear 
the gospel shared.

We have shared in many schools where we give an 
opportunity for people to hear about the love of God. 
Hundreds of teenagers have given their lives to Christ. 
Also thousands of teens have been educated on the 
tricks and traps traffickers use to coerce the vulnerable.

As we are writing this, Heather is about to dip her toes 
in the water of teaching English. I don’t think as Amer-
icans and English speakers we realize how blessed 
we are to know this language inside and out. People 
around the world so badly want to learn our language. 
For some, it can be their meal ticket to a better life; 
opening doors that they might otherwise be closed to 
them. So for Heather to be able to help in teaching, 
she is offering knowledge that is the worth of gold! 
Lessons can be for the ZOE Ministry School students, 

some of the ZOE children, or the Thai staff at ZOE. She 
is really looking forward to helping equip whomever 
with these lessons.

I think the coolest thing Heather gets to do is some-
thing that’s not part of her job description or is seen 
on paper. Heather has the heart of a mother. It doesn’t 
matter if you are older or younger, she has a way of 
drawing you in like a child runs to their mother, and 
this is seen almost daily at ZOE by Heather.

Let’s rewind back 2 years. Heather and I were at ZOE 
serving on a short-term team. I was speaking with one 
of the missionaries and told them all about Heather’s 
heart of a mother. I said she may not be a mother to 
one but she is a mother to many. I continued on and 
said I’m not sure what that even looks like here at ZOE 
but I know that children and teens will find love from 
her. Fast forward to today and there are numerous 
girls who call her mom, wrap their arms around her, 
hold her hand and won’t leave her side. Last Sunday 
at church one of the younger girls held Heather’s hand 
during worship while another girl was glued to Heath-
er’s side while Heather wrapped her arm around her. 
She is living out exactly what I saw God has placed 
inside of her years ago and offers exactly what every 
child needs - LOVE!

For me (Nick) life as a missionary looks pretty different 
from our previous life in the US. I guess I would have 
been more like the Levi of the Bible. While I wasn’t a 
tax collector I was pretty close to that as a car sales-
man. I assure you though, I never cheated or lied to a 
single customer in 9 years. At our church back home 
I helped teach kids ministry to our 3rd-5th graders. 
This wasn’t Sunday school style but more like a kid’s 
church. I did this for 5 years and this was totally God 

continued on next page
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laying the groundwork for what he had in store for me 
on the mission field.

At ZOE, I am a part of a team called Next Gen. We are 
the seed-planters of the gospel for the kids and teens 
at ZOE. You need to keep in mind that if Thailand is 
less than 1% Christian what are the chances that a 
kid walking through our door is Christian or even has 
heard the name of Jesus? Less than 1%. So for 3 weeks 
out of the every month the team, that I am a part of, 
teaches the kids at ZOE between the ages of 4-11 dif-
ferent stories that kids growing up in the church hear. 
We offer small groups on Friday nights where they get 
a little more personal with the leaders and some of the 
other children. We see a lot of breakthroughs that take 
place because of Next Gen. When there is brokenness, 
hatred, anger, frustration, bitterness, or whatever else; 
who better to introduce them to than the one who 
can fill all the voids in our heart and set us free. This is 
where the majority of my time is focused at ZOE.

One thing I do for the kid’s department is I help write 
teaching lessons that make sense for our Thai staff, 
while also allowing them to teach in a fun and creative 
way. Kids like to be entertained and teachers need to 
be challenged, it’s fun being a part of both.

Outside of our regular Friday night teachings there are 
other things in Next Gen I am a part of as well. Every 
month we do 1 outreach. This could be at a school, a 
village, or a different children’s home. We will usually 
bring some of our ZOE middle school and high school 
kids with us. They will help run anything from games, 
or crafts to help with teaching the lesson. It’s great to 
see the youth being bold enough to step out in their 
faith and share with others their same age. Recently we 
partnered with a small children’s home that didn’t have 

any kind of play ground for their children to play on. So 
our teens, took an older playground set we had, took 
it apart, stripped all the paint down, buffed it all out, 
took it to the children’s home, assembled and painted 
it, and then presented it to the children. You could see 
the joy in the eyes of the ZOE kids as they realized how 
blessed they were in order to give this away to children 
who needed it.

We also run 2 different camps at ZOE every year. The 
first takes place in April and lasts 3 weeks. This will 
involve 2 weeks of teachings, activities, service proj-
ects in the community, and a lot of fun. While 1 week 
is geared towards developing different life skills. The 
2nd camp falls in October and this camp is only a week 
long. We pack in a lot of teaching while filling every 
minute with fun and creative ways of learning. God 
moved throughout ZOE this last camp and lives will be 
forever changed because of it.

Outside of my time in Next Gen, I just recently joined 
our media team. I help capture photos of events ZOE 
is a part of. This is something completely new to me 
as I never did anything with photography in my life but 
God has given me a passion for it and ZOE has given 
me an opportunity to use it.

When there are teams that come to ZOE I get to be a 
part of those as well. Whether its on a service project 
or on our outreaches. This is one of my favorite things 
I get to be a part of. I remember all the thoughts and 
emotions running through the head of a person on 
a short term team, so being able to come alongside 
them is super fun. Also this is where the work paths of 
Heather and I cross and I get to help execute all the 
hard work she has done leading up to these events. It’s 
such an honor to be a part of this organization because 
some of the people impacted our lives when we were 
on short term teams.

Lastly, in our down time, when we aren’t working at 
ZOE, we are diving into learning as much as we can 
about the Thai culture. We are taking Thai language 
classes 2 times every week for 2 hours at a time. We 
attend a Thai church that is on the verge of doing 
incredible things in northern Thailand. We have found 
a small community outside of our work lives.

We feel so blessed to be in this season right now. 
Leaving behind a comfortable life in the most blessed 
country in the world to move on the mission field can 
be scary, but we would do it 100 out 100 times all over 
again.
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If you would like more information on ZOE Internation-
al you can head to www.gozoe.org 

If you would like to become a direct supporter of Nick 
and Heather you can sign up as a one time giver or 
reoccurring giver at www.gozoe.org

If you have any additional questions you can email Nick 
at Nick@gozoe.org

DAYSPRING OUTREACH
MINISTRIES
Roger and Carolyn Tomlinson

This fall has been extremely busy with the construction 
at the Children’s home (The Casa). In addition we have 
had several fall groups and all the ministry that is hap-
pening in each of our locations throughout Mexico. We 
have started painting in the rooms inside the casa even 
though we still have finished floors to pour.  We hope 
to do those after the first of the year with our groups 
that are coming then.  We have the water well finally 
dug and they are finishing up with that right now.  I 
will be shifting my attention to the septic system next 
and finishing the bathrooms. We still have a lot of 
work to do before we can move in.  I have work teams 
scheduled for January, February, and March.  We are 
looking for those that want to come and join us.  No 
experience is necessary.  It is a great time to be there 
and spend time with the kids as well and help with the 
project.

The island churches are doing well and growing. Areli 
and her sister Yared filled in for their father Pascual, 
while he was sick.  The girls continued the services 
with Javier and Honoria two of the island natives, who 
translate from Spanish into the native dialect. All four 
of these young adults are former students in the DMT 
training and now full time missionaries with Dayspring.  
Three of our other former students are also on the field 
full time as Dayspring Missionaries.  Estefania, and Esli 
are working full time with Pastor Chilo in northern Vera-
cruz and Hidalgo.  They are doing children’s and youth 
services and helping out with music and preaching in 
all of Chilo’s churches. Dani is working full time with us 
as co-pastor of the church in Dr Arroyo and running the 
youth group in the church.

Dale and Wendy’s work in Reynosa with the children 
and their families is doing well. Dale’s health has been 

bad lately with several stays in the hospital, but seems 
to be doing better now. Please hold him up in your 
prayer.  We still have two more trips going into the 
Casa this year.  On December 1st we have a work team 
from One Church in Joplin, Missouri and on December 
25th we have our Christmas services in Northern Vera-
cruz,  You still have time to be with us for the Christmas 
trip.  We meet in Texas on the 25th and we will have 
you back in Texas on the evening of the 1st.  You can 
contact Roger for more information. 

Ministry Needs

We have been so blessed by so many giving to the 
construction project at the Casa.  We are still quite a 
ways off before we can move the kids but every group 
that comes is making a difference.  The greatest need 
we have right now at the Casa is for partners to help 
with the day to day costs there.  We provide for all the 
personal needs of each of our 23 children including 
clothing, shoes, school supplies and most medical 
needs and the housing costs, rent, electricity, gas, 
and water.  Feeding 23 kiddos and staff three meals 
a day costs more than 30 dollars a month per child.  
We need partners that will help with a monthly gift of 
$30 a month to enable us to keep the doors open and 
touching the lives of these precious children. You can 
set up a reoccurring donation at this link or by calling 
the office at 417-781-3211.

We are needing partners for our native missionaries.  
They all work and live in pretty primitive conditions 
to be able to minister where they are.  We are able to 
provide housing for them but they all live on less than 
$200 a month.  If you are interested in helping to sup-
port a national missionary you can contact Roger.

Dayspring Outreach Ministries 
3702 East 10th Street; Joplin, MO 64801 
roger@dayspring.us
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hat an amazing weekend as we celebrat-
ed our 50th Year Anniversary at New Mil-
ford Assembly of God. The party began 
on Saturday, October 20th with our theme, 

“Remembering The Past” as we looked back on the 
birth and history of the church with conversations from 
founding pastors, Rev. & Mrs. Stanley Siwek as well as 
previous pastors, Rev. & Mrs. Russell Joyce who both 
shared some of the amazing miracles of God building 

His church and the lives impacted as the church became 
a light on a hill. 

On Sunday, October 21st we shifted gears with the 
theme, “Rejoicing Toward The Future” that included 
Spirit-led worship, special music from our NMKids and 
a vision-casting message from our new lead pastors, 
Rev. & Mrs. David Siwek who ironically grew up in this 
church as a young boy and a son of the founding pas-
tors. Relocating back to the northeast in 2016, Pastor 
David and his family accepted God’s new assignment to 
lead the church moving forward. The day was enjoyed 
rejoicing in all the “new things” God is doing toward 
even greater days ahead for His glory.

We concluded the celebration with a community BBQ, 
games, and party festivities while encouraging the 
church to:

BELONG in Christ-center community
BELIEVE for the possible
BECOME fully engaged on mission

“Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, 
do you not perceive it? I will make a way in wilderness 
and rivers in the desert.”  Isaiah 43:19 ESV

W



DR.  SHLOMO  HIZAK
(January 7, 1941 - October 16, 2018)

The smiling face of Shlomo Hizak is familiar to many 
AGIF members. Some had the pleasure of touring 
Israel with him and George Ekeroth. Others heard 
him speak at our San Diego conferences about the 
relationship between the Christian and Jewish worlds 
today and how AMI - The Jerusalem Center for Biblical 
Studies and Research was bridging the gap between 
them. The world lost a great man and he will be missed 
by so many. Following is a small glimpse into the life 
he led here.

Shlomo Hizak was born and raised in Jerusalem.  He 
was a fifth generation Israeli and a descendant of 
Aharon Kandinoff, who was a former Minister of the 
Treasury in Bukhara, and who helped to build the 
Bukharan Quarter in Jerusalem.  His family immigrat-
ed to Jerusalem in 1887 in order to take place in the 
rebuilding of Jerusalem and the building of Zion.  Dr. 
Hizak was a well known lecturer on Jewish and Israeli 
topics.  He was a member of the Kibbutz movement 
and served as an officer in the IDF.  He also served as 
Security Officer in the Police, assigned to protect the 
first Prime Minister, David Ben Gurion, as well as other 
government officials such as Golda Meir and President 
Yitshak Ben-Zvi.

In 1962, Dr. Hizak founded AMI – The Jerusalem 
Center for Biblical Studies and Research, dedicated to 
the improvement of Jewish-Christian Relations through 
educational and social cooperation.  He distributed 
throughout the world, over 4 million Bibles in 40 dif-
ferent languages; supported the work of the Desert 
Water Research Institute of Ben Gurion University at 
Sedeh Boker;  helped the Ethiopian Jewish community 
in Israel by providing them with Bibles in Hebrew and 
the Amharic language.  He has also supported edu-
cation efforts in Ethiopia including the printing and 
distribution of Amharic Bibles; he provided Hebrew 
Russian Bibles all over Israel when the massive waves of 
new immigrants began arriving from the former Soviet 
Union.  Dr. Hizak has assisted with the reforestation 
and rehabilitation of the Carmel forest by the Keren 
HaKayemet; contributed to the Museum at Kibbutz 
Yad Mordechai, which commemorates the path from 
the Holocaust to renewal of settlement in Israel, whose 
goal is to honor the memory of all those who lost their 
lives in the Holocaust, and those who gave their lives 
for the creation of Israel. When President Anwar Sadat 
visited Israel in l977, Dr. Hizak provided the Prime 

Minister’s office with two copies of the Bible for him in 
the Arabic language.  He also printed Arabic language 
Bibles for distribution to Israeli schools and all over the 
Middle East to promote Biblical knowledge among 
Muslims.

In 1992, together with Dr. Shulamit Blank and her late 
husband, Dr. Yitshak Blank, Dr. Hizak helped establish 
the Bnei Arazim Child Care Center for Israeli children 
at high risk.  

Dr. Hizak was President and International Chairman 
of the Greater Jerusalem Council which is devoted 
to the growth and development of Jerusalem as an 
International Center for culture, research and scien-
tific development.  His vision of “Building Bridges of 
Understanding” between Jews and Christians is being 
continued by AMI Board Members in Jerusalem who 
are actively pursuing this vision.  

From his daughter Naomi: “He was a powerhouse filled 
with wisdom, strength and good deeds. His energetic 
and charismatic character inspired people worldwide. 
He loved life and his desire to bless others was infec-
tious with each and every one of us. He never missed a 
beat and always sought to fulfill all his responsibilities. 
His heart was filled with generosity and compassion. I 
am thankful to the Almighty who gave me the honor of
being his daughter. I have learned to admire his ways. I
cherish the quality time we had together.”

13
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Special Guest 
Speaker:  
David Shibley
 
David Shibley is founder 
and world representa-
tive of Global Advance, 
a ministry that equips 
leaders to fulfill the Great 
Commission. Each year 
Global Advance brings 

on-site training, resources, and encouragement to 
thousands of pastoral, business, women, and Next 
Generation leaders in many of the world’s neediest 
areas. Global Advance also brings practical aid to 
persecuted Christians through its humanitarian min-
istry, Alpha Relief. Since its founding in 1990 Glob-
al Advance has brought face-to-face training to 
800,000 Christian leaders in 101 nations. David has 
ministered personally in over 60 nations in confer-
ences, churches and evangelistic outreaches. Also, 
he speaks extensively throughout the United States, 
challenging the American church to reach its full 
missions potential.

Annual AGIF San Diego Conference

You are invited to join us in 
January for our annual AGIF 
conference in San Diego,  
California. It promises to be 
a time of refreshing of the  
spirit. Our theme is based on 
Isaiah 60:1-2: “Arise, shine, 
for your light has come, 
and the glory of the Lord 
rises upon you. See, dark-
ness covers the earth and 
thick darkness is over the 
peoples, but the Lord rises 
upon you and his glory ap-
pears over you.”



Mailing Address:   P.O. Box 22410; San Diego, CA 92192-2410
Phone: 858.677.9701  Web: www.agifellowship.org

Package Price is $225 for  
single occupancy or $275 
for double occupancy: This  
includes one room for two 
nights (Jan. 22, 23); con-
tinental breakfasts; and 
lunch banquet (Jan. 23). 
Please include your pay-
ment with this form.  
Make checks payable to 
AGIF.

Name(s):

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone:      Email:

Amount Enclosed:
Please check one:  single q  double q
If you are interested in reserving additional nights at the resort either before or after the  
conference please check here so we can send you rates and reservation information q

There is no conference fee!  Conference will take place at The Dana on Mission Bay. If you 
need accommodations while in San Diego we have arranged for special rates at The Dana locat-
ed at 1710 W. Mission Bay Drive; San Diego, CA 92109. Our San Diego office is handling all hotel 
reservations.  Please fill out and return the registration form with your payment. The rates are valid 
through December 15. Rooms are limited, so please send us your registration form as soon as 
possible or register online:  
agifellowship.org

Tuesday January 22: 6:30 pm Conference Begins
Wednesday January 23:  7:30 am breakfast; 9:00 am worship & messages; 1:00 Fellowship meal
6:30 Evening worship & messages
Thursday January 24: 7:30 am breakfast; 9:00 am worship & messages

San Diego  January 22-24

Arise - Shine
for your light has come
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"That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of 

the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth."  John 1:9,14


