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s you probably know the 
AGIF offices are located 
in California and the state 
has earned a well-de-

served reputation for lunacy, deprav-
ity and generally being hostile to 
Christianity. There is hardly a month 
that goes by in which I do not hear 
about some fellow believer who has 
decided that they must leave the 
state, not necessarily because they 
believe God is leading them else-
where, but because they are fed up 
with the conditions of the culture. I 
do not dispute the difficulties and 
challenges that confront us, but I 
will still ask the question, “Who will 
stand before God in the gap?”

We need to be people, strengthened 
and empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
who will intercede for our cities and 
our states because the only hope for 
them is Jesus. We are called to be 
his ambassadors and whether we like 
it or not, at times ambassadors are 
asked to place themselves in harm’s 
way at the request of the one who 
sent them. I am not saying that you 
should never leave a difficult situa-
tion or that God would not call you 
elsewhere, but let us be sure that we 
are following the leading of the Holy 
Spirit and not simply our own desires 

to live more comfortable lives. If we 
don’t let our light shine in the dark-
ness, who will?

I have written a message called 
“Hidden Treasure” for this issue of 
the magazine. It is a challenge to 
us to dig a little deeper, go a little 
farther and try a little harder so that 
we may uncover treasure for the 
kingdom of God. This treasure our 
people who are easily overlooked 
and ignored, but for whom the Lord 
greatly values and desires.

I am pleased to announce that the 
2020 AGIF Annual Conference will 
be held January 20-22 at Canvas 
Church in Escondido, California just 
outside San Diego. I am excited 
about this new location because 
it will increase our opportunities 
for fellowship and encouragement. 
Look for more details to come soon.
Finally, I am here to serve you. If you 
would like me to come and preach 
at your church or if I can be of assis-
tance to you in any way, please let 
me know. You can contact me on 
my direct phone line 760-546-5030, 
email: Steve@AGIFellowship.org or 
by mail.
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I looked for someone among them who would 
build up the wall and stand before me in the 
gap on behalf of the land so I would not have to 
destroy it, but I found no one. Ezekiel 22:30 (NIV) 

Please make sure we have your current email and mailing address on file. 
Send any changes to: info@agifellowship.org

A
Steve Ekeroth



here is something mysterious, even adventur-
ous when we contemplate the idea of hidden 
treasure. There are stories of people who 

spend their entire lives searching for hidden treasure. 
Some believe that they have obtained a map which 
will lead them to discover untold riches. Sometimes 
the search proves fruitful, but often it ends in disap-
pointment. There is some treasure which is metic-
ulously hidden and yet other treasure is “hidden in 
plain sight,” and yet overlooked because its value is 
not obvious to the untrained observer.

Some treasure consists of gold, precious jewels or 
artwork. Did you know, however, that the treasure 
that God is most interested in is people who are often 
overlooked by others, by the world and sometimes 
even their own family, and yet; God seeks out this 
treasure to suit his own plans and purposes. God has 
different criteria for evaluating the worth of this trea-
sure than we often use. God sees beyond the surface, 
beyond the natural talents and abilities, beyond the 

social status and even beyond the past accomplish-
ments to find treasure, in the form of people, who he 
can use to accomplish his purposes.

When God calls and commissions someone for a task 
or a mission, it is not unusual for the response to be, 
“Who, me?” Although, there are exceptions, time 
and time again throughout Scripture it is not unusual 
to find a surprised reaction when God calls someone. 
Moses was certainly surprised when God called him 
from the desert. David’s family was shocked when he 
was chosen. Mary certainly did not expect the news 
that the angel delivered to her, and until his death 
and resurrection, the brothers of Jesus were skeptical 
of him.

The simple reason for our surprise is that God has dif-
ferent criteria for divine selection that does not always 
coincide with characteristics and attributes that man 
deems important.
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“… The LORD does not look 
at the things people look at. 
People look at the outward 
appearance, but the LORD 

looks at the heart.” 
1 Samuel 16:7 (NIV)

Gideon, by his own admission, was the least of the 
least, coming from the smallest tribe, the smallest 
clan, the smallest family and considering himself to be 
the least significant in his own family. Yet God chose 
Gideon for a task, bypassing many who would be con-
sidered much more significant or capable. To some, 
Gideon would have been statistically insignificant, but 
God saw importance and significance time and time 
again throughout history, God uses people and things 
that others have discarded.

As we have previously stated, God finds treasure in 
the form of people and not only does He find people 
who are often overlooked by others. Even those He 
chooses are often astonished to learn that God wants 
to use them. There is also sometimes indignation and 
even outrage directed at these “treasures” that God 
pulls from obscurity and then elevates for divine pur-
poses. It seems like a natural human reaction, perhaps 
resulting from shock, when God uses someone who is 
not among the elite of society.

And do not be surprised that when the task is accom-
plished and the victory is secured that there will be 
those who come along seeking to share in the glory 
and reap the rewards. Pay close attention to how 
Gideon diplomatically responded when the leaders 
of another tribe desired to step into the spotlight and 
share in the glory, albeit, after the victory was won and 
the treasure gathered.

Now the Ephraimites asked Gideon, “Why have you 
treated us like this? Why didn’t you call us when you 
went to fight Midian?” And they challenged him vig-
orously. But he answered them, “What have I accom-
plished compared to you? Aren’t the gleanings of 
Ephraim’s grapes better than the full grape harvest 
of Abiezer? God gave Oreb and Zeeb, the Midianite 
leaders, into your hands. What was I able to do com-
pared to you?” At this, their resentment against him 
subsided. Judges 8:1–3 (NIV)

The Lord found Gideon in obscurity. Even Gideon 
doubted his significance and importance, but God 
took a nobody and used him, not to lead a great 
army and therefore think that he was responsible for 
the victory, but instead a small band of 300, who 
like Gideon, passed the test and who were resolved 
to do things God’s way in the face of seemingly  
overwhelming odds. All the glory belongs to God 
alone and “He will not share his glory with another.”

Someone else who was found by God, seemingly on 
the margins of society, estranged from her own land 
and people was Ruth. The story begins because of a 
famine which forced Naomi and her husband Elimelek 
to flee to the land of Moab along with her two sons, 
but sadly, Elimelek died leaving Naomi and their two 
sons in a foreign land. The sons married Moabite 
women, but after 10 years, they too would die leaving 
Naomi and her two daughters-in-law without support.
Things got better back in Israel, the famine was over 
and so Naomi decided to return to Bethlehem. She 
encouraged her daughters-in-law to remain in Moab, 
but Ruth insisted on coming with her. Upon arriving in 
Bethlehem, Ruth was ready to do what she could to 
provide for herself and Naomi.

And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me go to 
the fields and pick up the leftover grain behind anyone 
in whose eyes I find favor.” Naomi said to her, “Go 
ahead, my daughter.” So she went out, entered a field 
and began to glean behind the harvesters. As it turned 
out, she was working in a field belonging to Boaz, who 
was from the clan of Elimelek. Ruth 2:2–3 (NIV)

Special provision was made by Moses in the law to 
ensure that when the crops were harvested and the 
fruit was picked that there would be enough left over 
to supply the needs of the humble, less fortunate and 
perhaps the immigrants.

“When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap 
to the very edges of your field or gather the gleanings 
of your harvest. Do not go over your vineyard a sec-
ond time or pick up the grapes that have fallen. Leave 
them for the poor and the foreigner. I am the LORD 
your God.” Leviticus 19:9–10 (NIV)

There is to be a symbiotic or complementary rela-
tionship between those who have great power and 
impact, the landowners, the visionaries, the ones to 
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accomplish great things and those who come along 
to gather what is left behind. What is left behind may 
not be as significant in terms of the overall numbers 
and in all likelihood will not be missed. They could be 
likened, in mathematical terms, to a rounding error 
and would be hardly noticed, but are nevertheless 
significant and important.

So, Ruth went to work, gleaming in the fields of 
Boaz. We cannot be sure of her expectations beyond  
gathering enough food for herself and Naomi, but 
while she was working the edges of the field behind 
the harvesters, someone took notice of her. It was 
Boaz, the owner of the field. We cannot be entirely 
sure of all of the reasons, but Boaz noticed Ruth and 
inquired about her and instructed his people to take 
care of her. Ruth was surprised by this kindness in light 
of the fact that she was a foreigner, but her faithful-
ness, particularly to Naomi, did not go unnoticed.

You know the rest of the story; how that Boaz would 
eventually take Ruth to be his wife and in turn they 
would be a part of the royal bloodline from David until 
Christ. Ruth may have been looking for food and not 
treasure, but Boaz took notice and found a treasure 
which was hidden in plain sight in his field. Diligence 
and faithfulness open the door for something far 
greater than what they could have ever imagined. 
Hidden treasure shows up in unexpected places and 
at unexpected times.

Jesus told several parables explaining what the king-
dom of heaven was like.

The kingdom of heaven is like 
treasure hidden in a field. 

When a man found it, 
he hid it again, and then in his 
joy went and sold all he had 

and bought that field. 
Matthew 13:44 (NIV)

When examining this parable along with others which 
are analogies for the kingdom of God or the kingdom 
of heaven, one gets a sense of absolute commitment. 
When the man in this parable discovered the hidden 
treasure, he didn’t just borrow against his retirement 

account, take out a mortgage or dip into his savings 
account, it says that he sold all that he had to buy the 
field that contained the treasure. The man was “all in” 
in his pursuit of the hidden treasure. Surely any finan-
cial advisor would have cautioned him against such 
extreme action, but not only did the man sell every-
thing that he had, he did it with joy.

The most common interpretation of this parable iden-
tifies Jesus as the hidden treasure and we should iden-
tify with the man, disposing of everything else in order 
to secure the precious hidden treasure. Surely, most of 
us would not be able to truthfully claim that we have 
abandoned everything of value in our lives to pursue 
Christ. A few have, indeed, given everything, including 
their lives in their pursuit of this treasure, but most of 
us have kept some things in reserve.

Our pursuit of Christ should 
never end and we still have the 
opportunity to gain the ultimate 

treasure. 
As in the words of Paul, “What is more, I consider 
everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have 
lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain 
Christ…” Philippians 3:8 (NIV) As we spend more time 
in our pursuit of Jesus, earthly treasure becomes less 
and less important to us and we should be willing to 
leave everything behind as he grows more precious 
to us.

There is however, another way to view this parable. 
Some claim that we are the treasure and that Jesus 
laid everything aside in order to obtain us. There is 
certainly scriptural basis for this view. “For God so 
loved the world that he gave…” Paul reminds us that 
Jesus humbled himself and became a man. We cannot 
fully comprehend what this means, but it is sufficient to 
say that Jesus gave everything up for us. He treats us 
like valuable treasure and his actions toward us should 
prove our worth to him.

We have seen how God came to Gideon and called 
him to be a leader, even though, in the eyes of oth-
ers and even Gideon himself, there was very little to 
commend him for the job that he was being asked to 
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accomplish. This does seem to be a pattern that God 
follows often. He calls seemingly unqualified people 
and gives them a job to do and then he stands along-
side to provide the strength and encouragement, the 
empowerment and the direction to make it happen.
It is not unusual for us to fall into the trap of comparing 
ourselves to others. When we do this, we will always 
fall short because there is always somebody who is 
smarter, who is more accomplished and qualified, 
there is always somebody who has more resources 
and more connections than we possess. This shouldn’t 
surprise us because this is the way God does things. 
He “chooses the foolish things of the world to con-
found the wise.” He gives us “this treasure in earthen 
vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of 
God and not of ourselves.” God called Moses from 
the wilderness, he called David from the pasture, so 
why should it surprise us when he calls you and me. 
You are God’s treasure and you must not allow yourself 
or anyone else to tell you anything else.

There is no indication that when Ruth went with Naomi 
when she returned to Bethlehem, that she had a strat-
egy to get the attention of a rich man and then entice 
him to marry her. There is every indication that Ruth 
cared for her mother-in-law and was intent on doing 
whatever she could to help her and sustain her. When 
God is leading someone, there is no need to “work 
the angles” or scheme and plot to achieve one’s 
desires. Ruth’s diligence and her devotion to Naomi 
enhanced her attractiveness. 

When a son or daughter of God works, not to please 
man, but rather God, people will take notice and more 
importantly, God will take notice. God is always look-
ing for people who have a wholehearted devotion to 
him. This is what makes us treasure in the eyes of God. 
It’s not our intelligence or strength, especially when 
we think that we can take credit for it. 

When God calls someone out  
of obscurity, he wants a  

worshiper before he wants a 
worker; he wants brokenness 

before self-confidence; he wants 
the heart before the head.

Previously, we examined two interpretations of 
Matthew 13:44, the first and most common is that 
God is the treasure and that it is our privilege and 
responsibility, once we have discovered the treasure, 
to dispose of everything else in order that we might 
possess the treasure. Secondly, God views each one 
of us as precious treasure and we are reminded of the 
great sacrifice that he made in order to obtain us. He 
left the splendor and glory of heaven behind and then 
with absolute humility allowed himself to die a crimi-
nal’s death in order to obtain us, precious treasure to 
him.

But what if there is a third interpretation where we who 
are redeemed by God are called to seek out other 
hidden treasure? After all, we are Christ’s ambassadors 
and we have been given the ministry of reconciliation, 
so why would we think it strange that we should also 
be called to seek out hidden treasure.

In the kingdom of heaven, there are indeed harvesters, 
but there is also a place for gleaners, those who attend 
to those who somehow slipped through unnoticed or 
unwanted. Harvesters may get acclaim and notoriety 
but could it be that it is the gleaners who usually find 
the hidden treasure. Just as God “gleaned” someone 
as insignificant as Gideon or Boaz taking notice of an 
immigrant widow, do not underestimate the value of 
one life in the eyes of God. And do not be surprised, 
when he goes against conventional wisdom and plac-
es the so-called insignificant in places of influence and 
responsibility in the advance of his kingdom.

God’s treasure hunters will often go unnoticed except 
by God because often quantity is preferred over qual-
ity. As in the parable, treasure hunting can be costly. 
If we are willing to invest the time and effort, there is 
treasure to be discovered among unlikely people in 
unlikely places. There is treasure to be found in pris-
ons, in hospitals, on the streets and in the fields, at 
home and abroad if anyone will answer the call and 
remember “In as much as you have done it unto the 
least of these, my brothers and sisters, you have done 
it unto me.”

2



8

ave you ever just wanted to run away from it 
all? But where would you go? And what would 
you do when you got there? You might be 
surprised if you knew how many good Chris-

tians secretly harbor momentary thoughts of walking 
away from everything. The thought of having no re-
sponsibilities and burdens sounds pretty enticing.

Christ has set a goal for his followers — a life of total 
trust, childlike faith, and victory over all the power of 
the enemy — but many are still going through strug-
gles. Even though they enjoy peace with God, they 
endure family pressures, illness, heartbreak and trials.

God fully understands man’s impulse to run in time of 
crisis. That is why he provided Israel with cities of ref-
uge where people in crisis could run for shelter and 
protection. Six cities were set aside so that any Israel-
ite who was overwhelmed or in danger might “[flee] to 
one of these cities that he might live” (Deuteronomy 
4:42).

In times of trouble, there is no place to run but to 
the Lord. “The name of the Lord is a strong tower; 

the righteous run to it and are safe” (Proverbs 18:10). 
When many of Jesus’ disciples were forsaking him, he 
turned to the twelve and asked, “Will you run away, 
too, like the others?” Peter answered him, “Lord, to 
whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life” 
(John 6:67-68).

The child of God has a place to run to when he 
is bowed down with care. Hear the cry of the Lord, 
“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and 
learn from Me … and you will find rest for your souls” 
(Matthew 11:28-29).

You may never understand what you are going through 
at times, but when you feel swamped and fearful and 
deserted, flee to your secret place of prayer and pour 
out your heart to the Savior. Then do as Moses di-
rected, “Stand still and see the salvation of the Lord”  
(Exodus 14:13).

Permission granted by: World Challenge, Inc.
1125 Kelly Johnson Blvd., Suite 321; Colorado Springs, CO 80920

RUNNING 
AWAY 
IN 
TIMES 
OF 
CRISIS

By David Wilkerson (1931-2011)
worldchallenge.org

H
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Ministry News & Updates 

VIETNAM
Bill & Sue McDonald

Life and Life more abundantly
Sometimes, during the process of creating artwork, 
an artisan steps back from her work to check its prog-
ress.  Ministry can be that way. Last September, Bill 
suffered a ruptured quadricep tendon in the right leg.  
This coupled with the ruptured tendon in the left leg 
(a four-year old injury he’d learned to live with) made 
returning to the U.S. to get medical care the only 
option.  

We arrived back in the United States in the middle 
of our thirteenth year in Vietnam. The focus of our 
ministry in Vietnam and to Vietnamese people has 
been on educating university level students in English.  
Closely associated with that focus, we have lived a 
“King-committed life” in front of students, colleagues, 
neighbors and townspeople.  We are well known in the 
community & many if not most people are aware that 
we are people of Faith. 

Thirteen years ago, the state university specifically 
requested “born-again Christian, university educated, 
young men and women whose first-language was 
English”.  There was a “class monitor” (we called a 
spy) to insure there was no proselytizing.  Once, Bill 
was reported for teaching the “American national 
song” after over 100 students learned “Take Me 
Out to the Ballgame” and sang it from the balcony.  
Looking over one’s shoulder became a habit; hushed 
tones and creative language (e.g. referring to believers 
as “C-creatures”) became standard.  

Why did the state university request “born-again 
Christian, university educated, young men and women 
whose first-language was English”?  Because the lead-
ership of the university and the People’s Committee of 
the Province were convinced that such people would 
provide students with good skills in English.  The 
“security risk” was worth the risk for students receiving 
quality language education.  

The requirement to return to the United States gave 
us an opportunity to “step back and check our work”.  
“What exactly were we accomplishing in the context 
of ‘the Kingdom’”?  

continued on next page
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Since 2006, Bill has taught and Bill and Sue have 
personally interacted with over 1500 university stu-
dents majoring in English; some majored in English 
Education, others majored in General English.  Over 
60% of students who have graduated are currently 
either teaching English in a school in Vietnam, or, are 
working in an occupation that requires a high level 
of English language proficiency; we call this “Life”.  
We equate equipping students for life with providing 
bread and fish.

Facebook and e-mails are the primary means of stay-
ing in contact with students, current and former, with 
colleagues and friends in Vietnam.  Since returning to 
the U.S. in December 2018, we’ve received several 
hundred messages like: “Bill McDonald G-d bless you. 
We all pr-y for you”; “Bill how are you I’m very happy 
when you and Sue come back to Vietnam everything 
good, I know G-d well help you”. We hesitate to print 
things like this for security reasons and these are just 
two examples.  Comments like these have come from 
people at every level of society.  We choose to believe 
that His Word will not return void!  

One former student has applied to a well-known 
school in the U.S.!  As part of the application pro-
cess, that person’s Fellowship leader in Vietnam con-
tacted Bill for help in writing  a “Fellowship leader’s 
Recommendation Letter” in English!  All of these 
happenings are “more than we could ask or think” and 
are what we call: “Life more abundantly”. The Spirit 
is moving where we serve in the world!  We covet 
intercession for the country where we live and serve 
becoming “one nation under the Father”.

2

BRAZIL 

Cristina Wilkison will be in 
Mogi das Cruzes, Sao Paulo, 
Brazil from July 15th through 
the 30th ministering in a new 
mission’s church. She will be 
doing ministry for the body of 
Christ in order to encourage, 
strengthen and prepare them 
for evangelism.

Cristina plans to go into schools to speak to young 
people in middle and high school to help them discov-
er God’s purpose for their lives. She is believing for an 
open door to minister in a school that recently suffered 
a tragedy where gunmen came in and shot several 
adults and students and she is praying for the oppor-
tunity to minister to the faculty as well as the students.

Cristina was born to missionary parents in Guadalajara 
Mexico and spent many years there before returning 
to the United States to finish her education. She grew 
up with a heart for missions and she cannot get away 
from it. Because of her background she has a heart to 
minister to pastors and their families and to minister 
among the children in poor neighborhoods, to visit 
hospitals and pray for the sick.

Cristina says, “I am passionate about carrying the 
message that brings change and transformation to 
people’s lives. All I know is JESUS said “go” and I want 
to go! I am trusting in the God of abundance to supply 
not only my travel expenses but enough so that I can 
get Bibles and other materials when I get there that 
can be used as a tool for ministry and evangelism.”

If you would like to support Cristina’s mission-
ary work in Brazil you may contact her by email:  
cristinawilkison@live.com

2
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MEXICO

Love in Action Partners

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than 
all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at 
work within us. Ephesians 3:20 

Love in Action Partners is a faith-based inter-denomi-
national non-profit organization that exists to support 
indigenous evangelical ministries and churches in Mex-
ico that exercise the love of Jesus Christ in word and 
action.

Every Saturday we shared the love of Jesus at AMA 
Teen Center with teams from La Peña Church and gave 
lunch to around 30 children.  During the summer we 
spent 3 weeks teaching and helping the children with 
school work and fun activities. We also had a 4-day VBS 
and gave 55 backpacks to students for back to school.  

In December, we had a Christmas party for about 100 
children and gave each child a new toy, as well as a 
warm blanket to each of 30 families. It has been won-
derful to watch the church teams grow as they minister 
to the children.

continued on next page
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APV (Abstinence - Purity - Val-
ue) Events.   For the very first 
time in 14 years we were invited 
to put on an  event for girls in the 
state of Michoacan in Mexico.  
Approximately 70 girls attended. 
A whole new look and program 
was designed for the Little Prin-
cesses event in April, with about 
80 attending.  There were 199 
in attendance at the 3-day girls’ 
camp who made a commitment 
to sexual purity and abstinence 
until marriage.  The boys’ three-
day camp had 75 boys along with 
some dads in attendance.  Alto-
gether at these APV events, there were at least 55 who 
accepted the Lord as their Savior and received a new 
Bible to start walking in a relationship with the Lord.  
424 people heard the good news that Jesus has a bet-
ter life for them!  This year 2019 we are going to Cuba 
to do a Boys & Girls APV three day event.

El Refugio Senior Center cared for over 200 home-
less seniors, providing a roof over their heads, good 
nutrition, clothing, medical care as needed, and 
spiritual care.  Almost 90% of them accepted Christ 
as their Savior and 12 were baptized. It took about 
$4,800 each month to run the center and the Lord pro-
vided all.

La Peña Church experienced numeric growth in 
membership as well as baptisms and spiritual growth 
through a newcomers class and one-on-one Bible 
studies for those who are hungry to grow.  We spon-
sored a 2-day staff retreat for the leadership because 
many of the leaders help in other ministries support-
ed by Love in Action Partners.  At Christmas time we 
gave 40 blankets to families.  The church has become 

a very generous church that is always willing to help 
the community and those in need despite their own 
low income.

We invite you to be a part of what the Lord has prom-
ised us for 2019! We welcome you, if you would like to 
help your church get involved and bring a group on a 
mission trip, or bring your own family for a couple of 
days. We would love to have you!!

Please continue to help us pray for clear direction from 
the Lord on what He wants us to do in our city and 
country! Please continue to support us financially so 
we can continue. We need a budget increase to stay 
on mission effectively with the projects we support in 
each of these ministries. If you would like to donate 
electronically go to our website and click on donate 
through PayPal. Thank you again for helping us to 
bless Tijuana and beyond! May the Lord prosper and 
bless you even more abundantly!

Rene and Cristina Matus
www.loveinactionpartners.org 
info@loveinactionpartners.org 
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1 John 4:7-8
Beloved, let us love one 
another, for love is from 
God, and whoever loves 
has been born of God 
and knows God. Anyone 
who does not love does 
not know God, because 
God is love.

John 13:34-35
A new commandment I 
give to you, that you love 
one another: just as I have 
loved you, you also are to 
love one another. By this 
all people will know that 
you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one an-
other.”

1 Peter 4:8
Above all, keep loving 
one another earnestly, 
since love covers a multi-
tude of sins.

1 John 3:16
By this we know love, that 
he laid down his life for 
us, and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the 
brothers.

Colossians 3:12-15
Put on then, as God’s 
chosen ones, holy and 
beloved, compassionate 
hearts, kindness, humil-
ity, meekness, and pa-
tience, bearing with one 
another and, if one has a 

complaint against anoth-
er, forgiving each other; 
as the Lord has forgiven 
you, so you also must for-
give. And above all these 
put on love, which binds 
everything together in 
perfect harmony. And let 
the peace of Christ rule in 
your hearts, to which in-
deed you were called in 
one body. And be thank-
ful.

Hebrews 13:1-25
Let brotherly love con-
tinue. Do not neglect 
to show hospitality to 
strangers, for thereby 
some have entertained 
angels unawares. Re-
member those who are in 
prison, as though in pris-
on with them, and those 
who are mistreated, since 
you also are in the body. 
Let marriage be held in 
honor among all, and let 
the marriage bed be un-
defiled, for God will judge 
the sexually immoral and 
adulterous. Keep your life 
free from love of money, 
and be content with what 
you have, for he has said, 
“I will never leave you nor 
forsake you.”

1 Corinthians 16:14
Let all that you do be 
done in love.

1 Thessalonians 3:12
And may the Lord make 
you increase and abound 
in love for one another 
and for all, as we do for 
you.

Luke 6:27-36
But I say to you who hear, 
Love your enemies, do 
good to those who hate 
you, bless those who 
curse you, pray for those 
who abuse you. To one 
who strikes you on the 
cheek, offer the other 
also, and from one who 
takes away your cloak 
do not withhold your tu-
nic either. Give to every-
one who begs from you, 
and from one who takes 
away your goods do not 
demand them back. And 
as you wish that others 
would do to you, do so to 
them.

1 Corinthians 13:1-7 
If I speak in the tongues 
of men and of angels, 
but have not love, I am 
a noisy gong or a clang-
ing cymbal. And if I have 
prophetic powers, and 
understand all myster-
ies and all knowledge, 
and if I have all faith, so 
as to remove mountains, 
but have not love, I am 
nothing. If I give away all 
I have, and if I deliver up 

my body to be burned, 
but have not love, I gain 
nothing. Love is patient 
and kind; love does not 
envy or boast; it is not 
arrogant or rude. It does 
not insist on its own way; 
it is not irritable or resent-
ful; it does not rejoice at 
wrongdoing, but rejoices 
with the truth. Love bears 
all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, 
endures all things.

Galatians 5:22
But the fruit of the Spirit  
is love, joy, peace, pa-
tience, kindness, good-
ness, faithfulness.

John 15:13
Greater love has no one 
than this, that someone 
lay down his life for his 
friends.

John 3:16-17
For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should 
not perish but have eter-
nal life. For God did not 
send his Son into the 
world to condemn the 
world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.
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Knowing WHEN to Care 
ne of the more important personal disciplines 
as a leader is to have the ability to know what 
you don’t care about. Or more to the point, 

what you shouldn’t care about.
 
For example, I don’t care about:
 
1. Transfer growth from other churches;
 (we’re after the unchurched)
 
2. Whether another church in town is bigger or  
faster-growing;
 (we’re not in competition with other churches)
 
3. People who leave the church because they disagree 
with our belief in the Bible as the Word of God, our 
policy of conducting criminal background checks on 
all children’s ministry volunteers, our belief that lost 
people matter to God, etc.;
(some things are simply non-negotiable)
 
4. Refusing money from someone who wants to use it 
to impose their will;
(no amount of money is worth that)
 
5. Denominational politics;
(haven’t for many years)
 
6. Petty disagreements on historically disputable mat-
ters;
(in essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all 
things, charity)

 7. Dress codes;
(come as you are; it’s how you leave that matters)
I’m continually surprised at how many leaders spend 
enormous amounts of energy – and emotion – on 
things that simply don’t matter. I could add to this 
list, almost effortlessly, scores of other examples, and 
could give testimony to witnessing how each one con-
sumed a person or church.
 
But then, equally stunning, is how lax these same lead-
ers are on things that DO matter.
 
For example, not caring about:
 
1. People knowing and embracing the vision, values, 
mission and doctrine of the church;
 (these are kind of the big four)
 
2. The continued presence and practice of conten-
tious, divisive behavior in the church;
(if you haven’t learned to confront this at once, you 
haven’t learned much)
 
3. Whether you’re reaching the unchurched;
(it’s called the Great Commission—translation: it’s why 
you exist)
 
4. The poorest of the poor and those suffering injus-
tice in the world;
(it’s what separates the sheep from the goats)
 
There’s an old line about “majoring on the majors,” be-
cause the temptation is to major on the minors. For 
most leaders, this means how they spend their time, or 
choosing what to take a stand for. But somehow, the 
wind seems to have gone out of our sails on this one.
So let’s take it up a notch. The real issue behind what to 
major on is what you should care about, and what you 
should care about is simple: What hills are you willing 
to die on?
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MOVEMENT   OR  MONUMENT

enesis 1:12, “In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth. The earth was without 
form and darkness was upon the face of the 
deep. And the spirit of God moved upon the 

face of the waters.”

The word moved or movement has, since the begin-
ning, been an indication of life. Where there is no life, 
there is no movement.

II Peter 1:21, “For prophesy came not in old time by 
the will of man but holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost.”

Churches without the movement 
of God become monuments. Are 
you part of the movement or a 
monument?
A monument marks the place where there once was 
life but now is a marker of death. AGIF is a Fellowship 
of living believers.

Acts 2: 42, “And they continued steadfastly in the 
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of 
bread, and in prayers.”

Their doctrine and fellowship 
moved them. True doctrine and 
fellowship always testifies to the 
presence of God.
Ephesians 3:8-10, “Unto me, who am less than the 
least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should 
preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ; And to make all men see what is the fellowship 
of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world 
hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus 
Christ: To the intent that now unto the principalities 
and powers in heavenly places might be known by the 
church the manifold wisdom of God.”

The fellowship of the mystery once hid in God is now 
revealed and known by the church!

And all God’s People said, “Amen!”

G
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